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Table 4 presents summary statistics for the 2011 IPRI and its component scores. This year’s index finds a one point increase in both
the mean and median scores. While these are largely the result of improvement by low scoring countries (the lowest country score
jumped from 2.9 to 3.4) the effect is somewhat offset by slightly deteriorating scores at the top. This converging of scores across the
data set can be seen in the deviation, which shows a slight decrease from 1.5 to 1.4.

This year’s highest score in any one of the core components is 8.8 in Legal and Political Environment (LP) achieved by Finland, New
Zealand, and Sweden. The lowest score in any of the core components is Zimbabwe’s LP score of 2.1, which is still a notable improvement
over last year’s lowest component score, a 1.6 LP for Chad. Physical Property Rights (PPR) again has the highest component mean at 6.2.

Ranking by Index Core Components

This index is comprised of three core components that can be used independently to assess a country’s performance. This section
presents and discusses countries’ performance in each core component of the index.  

Table 2 and Table 3 show the top 10 and bottom 10 countries for each of the IPRI’s components. The top 10 lists, generally, are
more homogenous than the bottom 10 with Finland ranking first in all three components. Luxembourg, Sweden, and Switzerland
also place in the top 10 in all three components. Interestingly, two countries (the United States in Intellectual Property Rights (IPR)
and Bahrain in PPR) make the top five list for a component score but do not make the top 10 IPRI.

The bottom 10 lists are much more heterogeneous with no country making it on all three. Zimbabwe ranks the lowest in the LP
component, Libya in the PPR component, and Moldova in the IPR component.

Figures 4–6 provide a complete rank ordering of the entire 125 country set, according to the three core components of the IPRI. 

Changes in Scores (2010–2011)

A direct comparison of the ordinal rankings between 2010 and 2011 is hindered by the fact that five additional countries (Angola,
Iran, Lebanon, Rwanda, and Swaziland) are included in this year’s rankings, while the Kyrgyz Republic is not included because of
a lack of data. As a result, some changes in the rankings could reflect changes in the composition of countries indexed instead of
the countries’ performance compared with last year. A comparison of results between 2009 and 2010 is found in Tables 5–8, which
present the changes in scores for the IPRI as well as their components.

The countries that demonstrate the most improvement in their IPRI score over the last year are a diverse group. These include Brunei,
Benin, Indonesia, Uganda, Algeria, Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Senegal, Mauritius, and Ecuador. Unfortunately, the following countries show
a decrease in their property rights performance: Iceland, Ireland, South Korea, Denmark, The Netherlands, United States, Lithuania,
Latvia, United Kingdom, and New Zealand. Those countries that are experiencing the largest setbacks in property rights tend to be among
the wealthiest.

Table 4: Summary Statistics

    Indicator                       Mean                            Median                  Deviation                  Minimum                   Maximum

     IPRI                                     5.6                                    5.3                              1.4                               3.4                                 8.5

     LP                                       5.3                                    4.9                              1.8                               2.1                                 8.8

     PPR                                     6.2                                    6.1                              1.0                               4.3                                 8.3

     IPR                                      5.4                                    5.1                              1.6                               2.3                                 8.5


