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PREMISE OF THE HERNANDO DE SOTO FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The International Index of Property Rights (IPRI) is a product of the efforts of the Washington, DC-based Property Rights Alliance
(PRA). The PRA is dedicated to the protection of property rights (physical and intellectual) in the U.S. and around the world. The
PRA is an affiliate of the taxpayer advocacy organization, Americans for Tax Reform (ATR).

Despite the growing accessibility of international data and research regarding property rights, existing indices and studies traditionally
focus on either the physical or intellectual aspects of property rights. Additionally, most global indices are dedicated to broader
topic areas instead of a focused debate on property rights. However, noted exceptions include the Heritage Foundation/Wall Street
Journal Index of Economic Freedom and the Fraser Institute Economic Freedom of the World, which do address property rights, although
in the context of assembling a larger snapshot of each country. To overcome the consequent lack of a more broadly defined property
rights gauge, the PRA introduced the Hernando de Soto Fellowship in 2006. The annually offered fellowship provides continuous
data development and concept improvement for the annual publication of the International Property Rights Index, presented here
in its fourth edition.i
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Mr. Jackson’s previous research has been in the area of economic development, specifically the origin and nature of institutions that
facilitate economic growth.  Through this work he has come to appreciate the vital role property rights play in promoting prosperity
and freedom and hopes to further our understanding of this role through the International Property Rights Index.
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